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Afghanistan: Taliban ‘may be responsible

UNOCHA/Charlotte Cans

Nurses at a mobile clinic provide nutrition assistance to
families in a village in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

The plight of women and girls in Afghanistan
featured prominently at the Human Rights
Council on Monday where independent UN-

promotion of all women’s and girls’ rights and
comply with obligations under instruments to
which Afghanistan is a State party, including the
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Let Afghan Girls Learn

for gender apartheid’ says rights expert

experts warned of
apartheid” and “gender

appointed rights
systematic “gender
persecution”.

Volker Tirk, UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, expressed similar concernson the
opening day of the Council's summer session,
adding that the de facto authorities had
“dismantled the most fundamental principles of
human rights, particularly for women and girls”.
their plight was among the worst in the world.
Their report calls on the de facto authorities to
respect and restore women’s and girls’ human
rights. It also urges the international community
and the UN to pay greater attention to
widespread discrimination against women and
girls in Afghanistan.

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

SSEERy,
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‘This type of clinic doesn't exist in the majority of

Women, on average, have six children in Afghanistan, provinces,' Khair Mohammad Mansoor, the Taliban-

but multiple pregnancies, repeated caesarean appointed provincial health director, told an all-male
sections or miscarriages increase the risk of death. audience. 'We have created a system for them in
[Kobra Akbari/AFP] which sharia law and all medical principles will be

observed.' [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

Women in neighbouring Paktia province may have
fewer risks now, thanks to a first-of-its-kind maternity

centre opened recently by NAC in the small provincial - . _
capital Gardez - a clinic run by women for women. The NAC facility aims to help ‘many of our sisters
[Kobra Akbari/AFP] who live in isolated areas', manager Nasrin Oryakhil

said, with similar clinics planned for four other
Support Dawat Media Cemngpesinces in the coming months. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]
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In a public hospital, where the midwives are
overworked and poorly paid, women have to
bring their own medicine. A delivery costs about
2,000 Afghanis ($29) - a significant sum for
many families. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]
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'Access to antenatal and postnatal care for a woman was
[always] extremely complicated. It's even more
complicated today, said Filipe Ribeiro, MSF director in
Afghanistan. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

|

Islam Bibi, pregnant with triplets, went to the
MSF facility in Khost in pain, and empty-handed.
'l was sick, my husband didn't have any money. |
was told, 'Go to this hospital, they do everything
for free', said the 38-year-old, one of hundreds of
thousands of Afghans who fled Pakistan in
recent months, fearing deportation. [Kobra
Akbari/AFP]

The financial strain on families amid the country's
economic crisis increases the risks, said Noor Khanum
Ahmadzai, health coordinator for nongovernmental
organisation Terre des Hommes in Kabul. Despite the
risks, 'women who used to go to the public sector now
prefer to deliver at home, because they don't have money’,
said Ahmadzai. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

¥

Multiple births like Islam Bibi's are common, said
Tania Allekotte, an MSF gynaecologist from
Argentina. 'It is valued here to have many
children and many women take a treatment to
stimulate their fecundity. We often have twins
here,' she said. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]
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“If T had given birth at home, there could have
been complications for the baby and for me,” said
Zubaida, who doesn’t know her age.

Not all women who make it to the hospital are so
lucky.

“Sometimes we receive patients who come too late
to save their lives” after delivering at home, said
Therese Tuyisabingere, the head of midwifery at
MSF in Khost, the capital of the eastern province
of Khost.

The facility delivers 20,000 babies a year, nearly half
of those born in the province, and it only takes on high-
risk and complicated pregnancies, many involving
mothers who haven’t had any check-ups.

“This is a big challenge for us to save lives,” said
Tuyisabingere.

She and the some 100 midwives at the clinic are on the
front lines of a battle to reduce the maternal mortality
rate in Afghanistan, where every birth carries major
risks and with the odds against women mounting.
Afghanistan is among the worst countries in the world
for deaths during childbirth, “with one woman dying
every two hours”, said Stephane Dujarric, the
spokesperson of United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, this month.

The Afghan Ministry of Public Health did not respond
to requests for comment.

According to the latest World Health Organization
(WHO) figures, from 2017, 638 women died in
Afghanistan for every 100,000 viable births, compared
with 19 in the United States.

That figure conceals the huge disparities between rural
and urban areas.

Terje Watterdal, country director for the non-profit
Norwegian Afghanistan Committee (NAC), said they
saw 5,000 maternal deaths per 100,000 births in
remote parts of the country.

“Men carry the women over their shoulders, and the
women die over the mountain trying to reach a
hospital,” he said.

Before the return to power of the Taliban in
August 2021, women would sometimes have to
brave the front lines to reach help, but now there

are new challenges - including a 'brain drain' of
expertise. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

Hil | ' .
AR "

‘A lot of gynecologists have left the country,’ said
Terje Watterdal, country director for the non-
profit Norwegian Afghanistan Committee (NAC).
Taliban authorities also want to get rid of the
mobile medical teams visiting women because
'they cannot control the health messages they
were giving', he added. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

Under the Taliban government, women have
been squeezed out of public life and their access
to education has been severely restricted,
threatening the future of the medical field in a
country where many families avoid sending
women to male doctors. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]
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Kohistani appealed against Fifa’s decision,
arguing that he “was never able and in position to
decide about the composition and the results of
the national team” and “acted only as a
middleman between (...) Mr Kargar and the so-
called football agent Mr Perumal”. He said he was
“not aware at the time of the gravity of the guilt”.
The appeal was dismissed by Fifa’s appeals
committee after it was decided “there is no case
for finding that the appellant had been forced or
threatened to communicate with Mr Perumal
between 2008 and 2011 in the context of the
match-fixing activities”. However, it also said that
“it appears that Mr Kohistani may not be the only
player involved in the match-fixing activities, and
thus strongly recommends Fifa to initiate further
disciplinary investigations”.

That has yet to happen and Kohistani has since
written to Fifa again asking for the investigation
to be reopened.

“How is it possible that just one person is
banned?” he said. “I don’t understand how they
can think a player who is only 21 years old can take
these kind of decisions and no one from the
Afghanistan Football Federation was involved.
I've never said that I didn’t write the emails. But I
didn’t have access to that email account and that
was my only role. I just wanted to play football
and have a career.”

He claims his family has been threatened since his
appearance on television in Afghanistan at the
start of December when he detailed many of the
allegations against Kargar and Keram.

“They tried to find my family so they can catch
me,” he said. “I heard from my brother who still
lives in Afghanistan — they had to find somewhere
else to live. We are very scared about what might
happen.”
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‘Dvina everv two hours’: Afahan women

risk life to give birth

Afghanistan is among the worst countries in the world for deaths in childbirth, with one
woman dying every two hours.

An estimated 40 percent of Afghan women give birth at
home, but that figure increases to 80 percent in remote
areas, where they go through the process often with the
help of their mother-in-law or a local matriarch, but
sometimes alone. [Kobra Akbari/AFP]

Source: Aljazeera

Zubaida travelled from the rural outskirts of
Khost in eastern Afghanistan to give birth at a
maternity hospital specialising in complicated
cases, fearing a fate all too common among
pregnant Afghan women — either her death or
that of her child.

She lay dazed, surrounded by the unfamiliar
bustle of the hospital run by international medical
charity Doctors Without Borders, known by its
French initials MSF. She was exhausted from the
delivery the day before, but also relieved.

Her still-weak newborn slept nearby in an iron
crib with peeling paint, the child’s eyes lined with
kohl to ward off evil.
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Former Afghanistan coach Mohammad Kargar
(centre) and Mohammad Salim Israfeel Kohistani
(right). Photograph: Handout

Last monthseveral former players who
participated in the tournament in Malaysia in
2008 accused Kargar — the president of the AFF
since January 2019 — of working with Perumal
and Dan Tan to arrange the results of games
against Nepal and Sierra Leone. Tan was
described in 2013 by Interpol as head of the
“world’s largest and most aggressive match-fixing
syndicate” but denies wrongdoing.

Fifa wasthis monthurged to reopen its
investigation into allegations of match-fixing
against Kargar by a group of Afghanistan players
who are boycotting the national team in protest at
his continued involvement amid previous claims
of corruption against him.

Kohistani claims he first met Perumal in India,
two months before the tournament in Malaysia,
during a meeting in his hotel room when Kargar
was also present — a fact disputed by Kargar.
“Because I was able to speak some English, Kargar
asked me to talk with Perumal and [Perumal] said
that he wanted to invite us to play in a
tournament,” said Kohistani. “When we got back
to Afghanistan, I was called by Kargar and told to
come to the AFF office. Keram was also there.
“They told me to write an email to Perumal and I
asked why I had to use my email address. They
said I could create a new address that was
salimkohistani@hotmail.com but they kept the
password. So I started to write the emails and
every day they wanted to be in contact with him. I
was called into the federation just to send another
email and then I would leave again. I was only 21
years old so I didn’t really know what was going
on.”

Kohistani has admitted he was aware of the
alleged plan by the time Afghanistan faced Nepal
in a match that ended in a 2-2 draw. He and
several other players have claimed they heard
Kargar issuing instructions to concede a goal after
taking calls on his mobile phone.

“I remember our coach having a telephone on the
touchline and then giving instructions to the
defenders to concede a goal,” Kohistani said. “One
of the players is now a coach in Afghanistan so he
couldn’t say anything about what happened. If

they say anything they know they could be in
danger.”

Several overseas-based players, including the
former captain Djelaludin Sharityar, refused to
play for Afghanistan in protest at the alleged
match-fixing but Kohistani — who was playing for
the local side Kabul Bank — says he was warned to
keep quiet about what had happened. “We were
all under massive pressure — if we said something
then we knew we could be killed,” he said.

In April 2019 Kohistani was living in Denmark
and playing for the third-tier side Vejen
Sportsforening when he received a letter from Fifa
informing him he had been banned for life.

“I didnt even know I had been under
investigation,” he said. “I contacted them to ask
why they hadn’t spoken to me and they said they
had sent many emails to the same email address
that I was given by Kargar and Keram. No one
from the AFF had ever contacted me and I was
told that they said they had lost contact with me,
which wasn’t true.”

Fifa disputes this and says it attempted to contact
Kohistani  through the Danish Football
Association. According to the judgment of its
ethics committee, seen by the Guardian, Perumal
asked Kohistani if he could bring the Afghanistan
women’s team to an unspecified tournament and
was told: “I have talked with them they are agree
with your opration [sic] to cooperate with you.” It
was on this basis that he was found guilty. He was
also accused of attempting to fix matches at an
under-16 tournament called the Lion City Cup,
and senior men’s games against Malaysia in 20009,
Bangladesh in 2010 and 2011.

Afghanistan’s men’s team before a match in
2011. Photograph: Handout
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Afghanistan football president and coach forced
me to fix matches, claims banned player

. Kohistani alleges he had ‘no choice’ but to email match-fixer
« Keram and Kargar deny claims; Fifa yet to reopen investigation

Ed Aarons and Romain Molina
Source: the Gurdian

Keramuddin — Keram anc‘l Mohammad
Kargar. Composite: Getty Images

A former Afghanistan international given a lifetime
ban from football has claimed he was forced by his
coach and the president of the country’s football
federation to send emails to a notorious match-fixer in
an attempt to arrange the result of games.
Mohammad  Salim  Israfeel = Kohistani  has
accused Fifa of dismissing his allegations that the
former AFF president Keramuddin Keram and
Keram’s successor, Mohammad Kargar, who
previously had two spells as coach of the senior men’s
team, ordered him to send emails to Wilson Raj
Perumal to arrange the results of games against Nepal
and Sierra Leone at the Merdeka tournament in 2008.
Kohistani was one of eight players found guilty of
match-fixing in 2019by Fifaafter an extensive
investigation into a series of international matches
that “Perumal attempted to manipulate for betting
purposes”. But he has claimed that Keram and Kargar
were involved in the plot.

“I wrote all the emails but they were standing over me
telling me to do it,” he told the Guardian. “I had no
other choice. The emails [from Perumal] said that if
you accept what we say then every player will get
around $2,500 and $10,000 for the AFF for every
match. I didn’t know that he was talking about match-
fixing at first but I translated the message to Keram
and Kargar and they said: ‘OK, we will send them a list
of the players.’ I said to them that we shouldn’t be

doing this and they said: ‘Just think about your family
and no one will get hurt.

%

Afghanistan players urge Fifa to look at match-
fixing claims against president

Kohistani has also alleged that Keram — who was
banned from football for life in 2019 after sexually
abusing female players — and Kargar attempted to
fix several other matches, including the final of an
under-23s tournament in Bangladesh and one of
the women’s teams first internationals. “I wrote
many emails to [Perumal] but only I was
punished,” he said.

Kargar has denied the allegations as “baseless”
and said he had been the victim of “character
assassination”. “They want to tarnish the name of
Afghan football,” he said. Keram did not respond
to questions from the Guardian.
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An internally displaced woman takes care of her
sick child in a camp on the outskirts of Kabul. She S

has no money to treat the child. [Ebrahim  Shamila, 15, from aninternally displaced family, adjusts her

Noroozi/AP Photo] wedding dress in an old mud house yard, on her wedding
day, on the outskirts of Kabul. “l have no choice. If | don't
accept, my family will be hurt,” she says of her wedding. Due
to poverty and debt, her father had to marry her to a boy at
ayoung age. Her father said "If | did not do this, | might have
to give my daughter to someone that | owe. Now, with the
money | received from the boy's family, | can pay my debt
and treat my son." [Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]
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Afghanistan border in Torkham. When the order was
announced, hundreds of thousands feared arrest and
fled from Pakistan to Afghanistan. Often Pakistani
authorities prevented them from taking anything with
them, they say. [Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

An Afghan refugee woman returns to Afghanistan
through the Pakistan-Afghanistan border in Torkham.
[Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

Afghan refugees pass by an outdoor classroom for girls in
Torkham. Afghanistan is already a poor country, especially
after the economic collapse that followed the takeover by
the Taliban two years ago. More than 28 million people -
two-thirds of the population - rely on international aid to
survive. [Ebrahi Noroozi/AP Photo]
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A family forced to leave their home warms up by
burning garbage in a camp on the outskirts of
Kabul. The displaced are among the poorest of
the poor. Many live in camps around the country,
unable to afford enough food or firewood for heat
in the winter. [Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

Three internally displaced children look with
surprise at an apple that their mother brought
home after begging, in a camp on the outskirts of
Kabul. Since the chaotic Taliban takeover of
Kabul on August 15, 2021, an already war-
devastated economy once kept alive by
international donations alone is now on the verge
of collapse. [Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

A boy begs in a road near the camp for internally
displaced people where he lives in Kabul. The
World Health Organization is warning of millions
of children suffering malnutrition, and the United
Nations says 97 percent of Afghans will soon be
living below the poverty line. [Ebrahim
Noroozi/AP Photo]
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The expulsions from Pakistan have swelled the already
large numbers of Afghans who are trying to migrate to
Iran, hoping to find work.

Young Shia Afghan immigrants wait for midnight in
ruins in the desert around the city of Zaranj,
Afghanistan, near the Iran-Afghanistan border, to try
to cross over the border wall into Iran. [Ebrahim
Noroozi/AP Photo]

Every month, thousands cross into Iran at the border
near Zaranj. It's a risky route: in the dark of night, with
the help of smugglers, they clamber over the border
wall using ladders and jump down the other side.
[Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

An Afghan Shia cemetery, where a large number of
Shia migrants who were killed while trying to cross the
border are buried, lies on the outskirts of Zaranj city.
According to locals, when Shias cross the border into
Pakistan, they are attacked by the Jundallah group,
taken hostage and released after paying a lot of

money, or killed. To avoid the Jundallah, Shia
immigrants try to cross over the border wall, although
it is much more difficult and usually unsuccessful.
[Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

Taliban fighters patrol as Afghan refugees arrive at a camp
near the Pakistan-Afghanistan border, in Torkham,
Afghanistan. Many Afghan refugees entered the Torkham
border to return home shortly before the expiration of a
Pakistani government deadline for them to leave. [Ebrahim
Noroozi/AP Photo]

Tents stand in a migrant camp at the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border in Torkham. Pakistan's decision to deport
undocumented Afghans has struck them hard. Many
Afghans have lived for decades in Pakistan, driven there by
successive wars at home. [Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

A Taliban fighter stands guard as Afghan refugees
line up to register in a camp near the Pakistan-
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The displaced Afghans making gruelling journeys to survive

Source: Aljazeera

More than 40 years of war, violence and poverty have created one of the world’s
most uprooted populations.

Some live in tents. Others live out in the open, among
the piles of the few belongings they managed to take
as they were forced from neighbouring Pakistan.

The sprawling camp of people returning to
Afghanistan through the Torkham border crossing is
the latest facet of Afghans’ long, painful search for a
stable home.

More than 40 years of war, violence and poverty in
Afghanistan have created one of the world’s most
uprooted populations.

Some 6 million Afghans are refugees outside the
country. Another 3.5 million people are displaced
within the country of 40 million, driven from their
homes by war, earthquakes, drought or resources that

Afghan refugees sit in a camp near the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border, in Torkham, Afghanistan. Many
Afghan refugees arrived at the Torkham border to
return home shortly before the expiration of a
Pakistani government deadline for those who are in
the country 'illegally' to leave or face deportation.
[Ebrahim Noroozi/AP Photo]

The barren desert plain among the mountains of
eastern Afghanistan is filled with hundreds of
thousands of people.

are being depleted.

Pakistan’s decision earlier this year to deport
undocumented Afghans has struck them hard.

Many Afghans have lived for decades in Pakistan,
driven there by successive wars at home. When the
order was announced, hundreds of thousands feared
arrest and fled back to Afghanistan. Often, Pakistani
authorities prevented them from taking anything with
them, they say.

Their first stop has been the camp in Torkham, where
they might spend days or weeks before Taliban
officials send them to a camp elsewhere.
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